[Lactic acidosis--recognition and treatment of an important complication of perioperative parenteral nutrition].
We report 5 cases of acute vitamin B-1 induced lactic acidosis in surgical patients receiving parenteral nutrition. In all patients treatment with vitamin B-1 induced a dramatical improvement of clinical findings. 4 patients recovered completely, 1 patient died from already developed irreversible cardiocirculatory failure. These cases underline the need for regular vitamin B-1 substitution in patients with parenteral nutrition and preoperatively in alcoholics and in patients, in whom a sufficient food intake can not be assured.